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TherelsNo Spoon

The article There Is No Spoon? Teaching The Matrix, Postperennialism, and the Spiritual
Logic of Late Capitalism, by Gregory Grieve, discusses the Wachowski brother's movie The
Matrix and how it relatesto life in a late-capitalist society. It statesthet today's world ismuch
like the world in The Matrix, however, not to such an extreme. In the movie, peopleare
completely controlled by the government or higher powersof their timeto such an extent that
they aren't even actudly living. They only think that they are experiencing the picturesthat they
sewheninfact theseimagesare only a product of the retri X Intoday's society, ** consumer
capitalism hastaken awvay authentic human experienceand transformed all of lifeintoa
commodity that it then sellsback to us™ (p. 192) In essence, thisiswhat ishappeningin The
Matrix. Both the article and the movie stressthe importancethat peoplefind themselvesand
changethat, rather than trying to changethe system that they arelivingin. By changingthe
system, they are only setting themsalves up for another failure, but by changingtheir selves, they
can be guaranteed compl ete freedom and satisfaction.

The articledescribes The Matrix and its connections to today's society very well. It not
only coversthe smilaritiesbetween the two, but d so showshow the Wachowski brothersusd
* theinfluencesfrom the real world to come up with the ideafor their movie. It really emphasizes
what viewers can take awvay from the movieto makethe world asthey know it a better placeto
livein, alesscontrolled and processed place.
Quedtions:

1. What exactly is postperenniaism?

2. By changing yoursdlf and achieving persona growth, how doesthat makethe society a
better place? Doesit just dlow you to live above or outside of the influences?



